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Night motorcycle rides can be a unique experience for motorcycle enthusiasts. There is less traffic on the open road, and the silence can be calming. If you have experienced this before, you know how thrilling the feeling can be.




Although it might sound exhilarating, night motorcycle rides come with many risks that can cause you injuries or even cost you your life. Research done by Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) shows that 50% of motorcycle accident deaths occur at night. The main reason for this is poor visibility in the darkness due to inadequate lighting. As a rider, it is important to be extra careful while riding after dark. In this article, we will discuss five tips to help you stay safe while riding your motorcycle at night.




1. Upgrade your headlight




Every bike has a headlight, though the intensity of illumination can vary. Today, many manufacturers fit bikes with HID lights, which are more effective than halogen lights. If your motorcycle still uses the old halogen lights, consider upgrading them for better night vision. Bright headlights also allow other riders to see your bike clearly.




2. Try accent lighting




Accent lighting is one of the best ways to brighten up your motorcycle. It involves fitting additional lights on any unused part of your motorcycle. You can place them anywhere from the rims of your bike to saddlebag edges. Consider factors such as the size of your ride and personal preferences before choosing accent lights.




3. Invest in reflective gear




Since poor visibility is the number one cause of night motorcycle accidents, consider adding reflective gear to your riding wardrobe. This includes anything from reflective vests, pants, and helmets. You can also stick reflective stickers to different parts of your bike. In addition to enhancing your safety, stickers help to compliment your motorcycle with a unique aesthetic element.




4. Wear personal protective gear




Protective gear is critical whether you are riding at night or during the day. Crucial protective equipment you should always wear include helmets, riding boots, gloves, safety pants, and eyewear. This equipment reduces the impact of injuries by adding an extra layer of protection. When buying reflective gear, avoid dark-colored materials.




5. Stay sober




Riding at night when under the influence of drugs or alcohol is similar to dancing with death. You need all your senses while on the road. If you have to meet up with friends for a toast, it is advisable to avoid your motorcycle afterward. Otherwise, you might end up with lifetime scars. You also risk the lives of other innocent road users when under the influence.




Endnote




Night motorcycle rides can be dangerous if you are not careful. Factors such as darkness and fatigue contribute to the risk of riding at night. As a rider, you need clear vision and soberness for successful night motorcycle trips. Always ensure that your motorbike is in great shape, brighten up your motorcycle, wear protective gear, invest in reflective gear, and avoid driving under the influence, and you will have a safe ride home.
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